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ADVERTISEMENT. 


X  H  E  Writer  of  the  following  pages  pre- 
fents  them  with  diffidence  to  the  Public, 
confcious  of  its  many  imperfedions  re- 
fulting  from  the  want  of  ability,  and  V\^ant 
of  leifure.  His  motives  are  honeft,  his 
intentions  are  virtuous,  and  his  moft 
anxious  wifh  is  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  his  coun- 
trymen in  particular.  Many  parts  of  the 
Minijierial  Pamphlet  remain  unanfwered ; 
but  as  the  Replyer  dcfires  only  to  guard 
his  brethren  from  the  delufions  of  fophiftry 
and  the  deceptions  of  falfehood,  he  thinks 
it  unneceiTary  to  fwell  his  work  to  au 
enormous  bulk ;  and  if  he  has  fufficiently 
expofed  the  artifices  ufed  by  the  Author 
of  the  "  Confiderations,"  to  caution  the 
well-meaning  part  of  his  eountrymen,  his 
endeavours  will  have  been  crowned  with 
fuccef^. 


'^o^om'^ 


'•scs 


A      REPLY,      &c. 


tm 


J\  LATE  publication,  entitled,  "  Confiderationi 
upon  the  Slate  of  Public  Affairs  in  the  year  1799,  in 
Ireland^'  as  the  work  of  an  unauthorized  individual 
like  myfelf,  I  fliould  conceive  to  be  completely  be- 
neath my  attention  ;  but  as  the  produ<5lion  of  a  confi- 
dential  minijierialijl^  I  think  it  the  duty  of  an  honeft 
Irilhman  to  offer  fome  remarks  on  the  performance. 
Viewing  it  merely  in  the  light  of  a  combination  of 
Vveak  mifreprefcntations,  puerile  conceits,  and 
groundlefs  afiertions,  1  defpifc  the  fabrication  ;  but 
regarding  it  as  a  work  publifhed  under  the  aufpices  of 
Government,  and  circulated  induftrioufly  as  the  com- 
pofitionofa  nobleman  y^/<i  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  this  country,  I  feel  an  anxiety  to  contra- 
*di6l  what  I  think  fcarcely  Vv'orthy  of  rcfuiation.  1  can- 
not avoid  confidering  this  pamphlet  as  by  far  the  moft 
abfurd  and  irrational  of  the  many  which  have  been 
written  t©  enlighten  thtpoor  ignorant  Irijh,  in  regard 
to. the  advantageous  alterations  infeparable  from  the 
meafure  of  a  Legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain. 
Where  the  author  intends  to  excite  admiration,  he 
attracts  only  ridicule ;  where  he  means  to  raife  refent- 
itient,  he  occafions  only  contempt ;  and  where  he  en- 
deavours to  dilunite  the  different  feds  of  Iriftimen, 
he  only  ftrengthens  the  bonds  of  affinity  and  affec- 

B  tion. 


Cion.  1  am  Jiftoniflied  at  the  ignorance  of  humatl 
nature  in  general,  and  of  the  Inflj  nature  in  particu- 
lar, which  is  evinced  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
elaborate  performance  j  and  I  know  not  whether  to 
admire  moft,  the  folly  of  him  who  compofed,  or 
the  weaknefs  of  thofe  who  diftributed  this  work 
with  an  intention  of  dem.onftrating  the  propriety, 
advantage,  and  neceflity  of  that  meafure.  The  in- 
numerable abfurdities  and  incongruities  of  language 
and  of  ftyle,  perceptible  in  every  paragraph,  as  mat- 
ters of  comparatively  fmall  importance,  I  Ihall  pais 
by  unnoticed  \  and,  leaving  the  rnanner  unmolefted, 
confine  my  obfervations  to  the  matter. 

Sorry  indeed  am  1  to  confefs  that  the  Britifh  Mi- 
fiifter  had  not  any  caufe  to  fear  "  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land a  juft  oppofition  or  national  diflike  to  the  mea- 
fure :"  it  is  long  fince  he  has  met  with  any  thing 
cither y///  or  rational  amongft  thofe  with  whom  he 
has  been  connefled  in  this  "  devo(ed  land^*  and  he 
had  therefore  but  too  much  reafon  to  expeft  that  he 
would  be  fupported,  as  ufual,  with  the  moft  eager 
fubfcrviency  (by  the  powerful  men  of  this  country) 
in  every  plan  he  might  wifli  to  introduce  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fubjugating   and  impoverifl:ving   a  nation 
which  he  fears  and  detefts.     But  at  length  he  hag 
difcovered  his  miftake  j   he  has   found  that  even 
amongft  the  friends  to  Britifh  connexion,  there  are 
enemies  to  Britilh  ufurpation  i  and  he  knows  that 
amongft  the  moft  loyal  men  in  the  kingdom,  there 
are  individuals  who  poflefs  fufficient  fpirit  and  vir- 
tue to  oppofe  his  pernicious  innovations. 

The  confufion  of  ftyle  obfcrvable  in  the  «  Confi- 

derations," 


tJerations,'*  renders  it  a  dilHciilt  matter  to  follow  the 
author's  train  of  reafoning ;  but  when  he  attempts  to 
prove  (or  rather  infinuates  an  afTertion)  that  ''  the 
final  fettlement  of  1782"  has  been  produ(5tive  of  all 
the   recent   calamities  which   have  convulfed  this 
ifland,  it  is  hardly  pofTible  to  fupprefs  emonons  of 
rifibility  at  the  abfurdity  of  the  fidion.     He  might 
0s  well  attempt  to  perfuade  us  that  "  the  final  fettle- 
ment of  1782"  had  occafioned  the  French  revolution, 
or  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  j  and,  in  the  event  of  this 
Legiflative  Union  taking  place,  I  (hould  not  be  fur- 
prized  if  fuch  a  v/riter  were  gravely  to  inform  us,  that 
the  next  naval  vidory  of  a  Duncan  or  a  Nelfon  was 
entirely  produced  by  the  fuccefs  of  that  "glorious" 
tneafure.     The  aflonifhing  greatnefs   of  mind  which 
diftated  this  plan  is  fo  far  above  the  comprehenfion 
of  ignorant  IriJIjmen^  that  they  muft  be  pardoned  for 
not  beftowing  on  it  that  degree  of  admiration  which 
it  claims :  indeed  the   majority  of  them  are  filly 
enough  to  imagine  that  a  few  trivial  concefllons  * 
(fuch  as  Catholic  emancipatioHy   abolition  of  tythes, 
&:c.  &c.)  more  adapted  to  the  level  of  their  weal^ 
and  uncultivated  minds,  would  contribute  more  to- 
wards the  tranquillization  of  their  country  than  the 
overwhelming  benefit  \vhich  would  probably  prove 
to  Hibernia  fuch  a  favour  as  did_  the  Sabine  buck- 
lers to  Tarpia, 

^  What  di^  the  v/hole  pewer  of  Spain  do  againft  a  few  revolted  pro- 
vinces, when  all  the  people  v/ere  enraged  by  oppT-eflion  ?  How  many 
armies  were  loft  ?  How  many  millions  fooliflily  fquandered,  to  recovcj 
^y  fcrce,  what  afewjuj}  (najfant  would  have  done  at  once? 

Cato's  Letters,  3d  Vol.  p  a  17. 
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It  is  almoft  unnccefTary,  in  this  country,  to  declare 
that  the   noble  author  miftakes  moft  egFCgioufly, 
when  he  afferts   that  the  meafure  of  a  Legiflative 
Union  was  rejeded  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
becaufe  "  it  was  fuppofed  to  contain  fomething  hu- 
miliating to  the  pride  and  dignity  of  Ireland,"  and  I 
muft  be  excufed  for  faying  that  I  fufpedt  this  mifre- 
prefentation,  and  many  others,  have  been  defignedly 
inferred  for  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  thofe  unpreju- 
diced inquirers  who  may  not  have  the  opportunities 
requifite  for  obtaining  accurate  information.     How- 
ever, left  the  noble  author  fhould  happen  to  be  realr 
ly  mifinformed  in  this  refpeft,  I  muft  tell  him,  that 
the  infulted  dignity  of  the  Irifti  nation  was  merely  a 
fecondary    confideration  j   and   that  the  Houfe   of 
Commons  rejedled  the  beneficent  offer  becaufe  they 
were  convinced  that  the  meafure  muft  be  accompa- 
nied bydcftruftion  to  themfclves,  their  families,  their 
pofterity,  their  properties,  and  their  country.    They 
knew  that  if  it  were  advantageous,  it  would  never 
have  been  offered  j  and  they  alfo  knew  that  had  the 
intenuons  of  Minifters  been  honeft,  it  would  never 
have  been  introduced  in  a  manner  fo  infidious,  and 
at  a  time  fo  improper.     It  is  probable  that  many 
members  of  that  houfe  (amongft  whom  are  fume  of 
the  beft  informed  and  moft  enlightened  men  of  the 
nation)  had  long  fince  confidered  and  weighed  th« 
advantages  attendant  on  fuch  a  plan,  by  which  they 
difcovered  the  impolTibility  that  any  modification  pf 
a  Legiflanve  Union  could  ever  prove  beneficial  to 
this  country,  unlefs  fuch  as  would  be  injurious  ro 
Gieat  Britain.    Inftead,  therefore,  of  (hunning  the 

difcuffior; 


dilcunion  of  this  queftion,  left  it  fliould  «  expofe 
the  people  to  the  temptation  and  danger  of  over- 
looking the  affront,  in  the  utility  of  the  meafure," 
they  fhunned  it  becaufe  they  feared  that  the  palpa- 
ble injuftice  of  the  attempt,  might  roufe  the  finking 
fpirit  of  revolt,  and  rekindle  the  dormant  flames  of 
difaffeclion.  However  infignificant  an  unfuccefsful 
rebellion  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  Eritifli  Minif- 
ters,  it  is  by  no  means  an  unimportant  event  in  the 
contemplation  of  men,  whole  perfons  and  proper- 
ties are  expofed  to  deftrucflion  in  the  conflift  j  and 
it  is  very  natural  that  fuch  men  fhould  be  anxious  to 
prevent  any  debate  from  which  thofe  detrimental 
confequences  were  likely  to  refujt. 

I  have  fcarcely  patience  to  ftrip  the  mafl.c  from 
the  weak  impofture  of  this  work,  and  can  hardly 
fuppofe  that  the  fiimfy  covering  is  capable  of  con- 
cealing from  the  moft  fuperficial  obferver,  the  de- 
formity of  the  changeling's  countenance.  The  at- 
tempt to  throw  up  a  new  barrier  between  rich  and 
poor,  Proteftant  and  Catholic,  fpeakers  of  Englifti 
and  fpeakers  of  Iriih,  is  equally  futile  and  abfurd. 
It  is  not  by  telling  the  Proteftants  that  they  are  a 
race  of  foreigners,  Britiili  fettlers,  the  ufurpers  of 
a  tract  of  land  ;  it  is  not  by  telling  the  Catholics  that 
they  are  the  natives  of  the  country,  the  rightful 
pOiTeiTors,  the  antient  inhabitants ;  that  the  noble 
author  (or  ten  thoufand  fimilar  to  the  noble  author) 
could  difunite  the  real  patriots  of  Ireland  ;  and  it 
will  require  very  little  knowledge  of  the  ilate  of 
this  country,  to  prove  that  it  is  a  bafe  mifreprefen- 
tation  :  for  \ve  cannot  forget  that  among  the  mo(l: 
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fervilc  adherents  of  Britifh  oppreffioft,  feveral  are  th^ 
lineal  defcendants  and  bear  the  once  honorable  names 
of  Irifii  chieftains,  and  that  fome  of  the  warmefl: 
and  nobleft  defenders  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Erin,  are  among  the  pofterity  of  ufurpers !  ! !  la 
fad,  the  defcendants  of  the  various  nations  which 
have  at  various  times  fettled  in  this  ifland,  are  now 
fo  blended  together  that  it  would  be  impoffible, 
except  amongft  a  very  few  families,  to  determine 
which  had' mod  Scythian,  which  moft  Spanilli, 
which  moft  Danifh,  and  which  moft  Britifti  blood 
in  their  veins.  In  my  opinion  the  man  who  has 
now  the  beft  title  to  the  appellation  of  Irijhman^ 
is  the  inhabitant  who  loves  his  countrymen,  who 
promotes  the  profperity  and  who  refpefls  the  inde- 
fendence  of  Ireland.  If  we  are  to  believe  antient 
writers  on  this  fubjed:,  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  formerly  no  people  were  fo  completely  Irifh,  as 
thofe  immediately  defcended  from  Englifh  fettlers  j 
and  Spencer  (who  appears  to  be  almoft  as  much 
prejudiced  againft  an  Irifliman  or  a  Papift,  as  even 
the  noble  author)  fays  exprefsly  of  the  Englifh  colo- 
nifts,  that  'f  fome  of  them  are  degenerated,  and 
«  grown  mere  Irifti ;  yea,  and  more  malicious  to  the 
«  Englifh,  than  the  Irifh  themfelves."  In  another 
place  he  fays,  "  the  reft  which  dwelt  in  Connaught 
<t  and  in  Mounfter,  which  is  the  fweeteft  foil  of  Ire- 
<t  land,  and  fome  in  Leinfter  and  Ulfter,  are  dege- 
"  nerate  ;  yea,  and  fome  of  them  have  quite  fliaken 
<f  ofTthe  Englifh  names,  and  put  on  Irifh,  that  they 
<*  might  be  altogether  Irifli."  In  another  place  he 
fays,  that  fome  "  did  quite  caft  off  both  their  Eng- 

y  lifl^ 
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^e  lidi  name  and  allegiance :  fince  which  time  they 
«  have  fo  remained  dill,  and  have  fince  been  count- 
<f  cd  mere  Irilh.  The  very  like  is  alfo  reported  of  the 
«f  Mack-fwynes,  Mac-mahones,  and  Mac-fliehies 
«  of  Mounfter,  how  they  likewife  were  anciently 
<f  Englifh,  and  the  old  followers  to  the  Earl  of  Def- 
"  mond,  until  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth : 
<'  at  which  time  the  Earl  of  Defmond  that  then 
«<  was,  called  Thomas,  being  through  falfe  fubor- 
«  nation  (as  they  fay)  of  the  Queen,  for  fome  of- 
"  fence  by  her  againft  him  conceived,  brought  to 
««  his  death  at  Tredagh  mofi:  unjufrly,  notwithftand- 
«'  ing  that  he  was  a  very  good  and  found  fubjed  to 
«  the  King ;  thereupon  all  his  kinfmen  of  the  Ge- 
«^  raldincs,  which  then  was  a  mighty  family  in 
<^  Mounfter,  in  revenge  of  that  huge  wrong,  rofe 
"  into  arms  againft  the  King,  and  utterly  renounced 
««  and  forfook  all  obedience  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
"  land  j  to  whom  the  faid  Mac-fwines,  Mac-fliehies, 
"  and  Mac-mahones,  being  then  Icrvants  and  fol- 
«  lowers,  did  the  like,  and  have  ever  fidience  fo 
««  continued.  And  with  them  (they  fay)  all  the  peo- 
"  pie  of  Mounfter  went  out,  and  many  other  of 
<f  them,  which  wereEnglifli,  thenceforth  joined  with 
"  the  Irifli  againft  the  King,  and  termed  themfdves 
<c  very  Iriili,  taking  on  them  IriQi  habits  and  cuf- 
*«  toms,  which  could  never  fince  be  clean  wiped 
*«  away  j    but    the   contagion    hath   remained  ftill 

"  amongft  their   pofterities 

<f  .     ,     .     Other  great  houfes  there  be  of  the  Eng- 

>*'  liih  in  Ireland,  which  through  licentious  converf- 

*J  mg  with  the  Irifti,  or  marrying,  or  fullering  with 

"<'  them. 
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"  tlieiH,  or  lack  of  meet  nurture,  or  other  fuch  un- 
«  happy  occafions,  have  degenerated  from  their  an- 
**  cienc  dip^nities."  In  this  palTage  there  are  two 
things  deferv  ing  of  the  noble  author's  attention  ;  firft 
the  early  degeneratenefs  of  the  Englifh  colony ^  and  fe- 
condly  the  caufe  which  impelled  the  Geraldines  and 
lb  many  other  families  to  become  "  mere  Irilh." 
It  appears  as  if  there  was  in  Ireland  a  peculiar  prone- 
ncfs  to  affiliate  the  defcendants  of  colonifts,  and  a^ 
obfervations  of  this  nature  have  been  fo  frequently 
made  at  different  times,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that 
there  is  fomething  peftilential  in  the  air,  which  occa- 
fions this  extraordinary  infanity  •,  and  as  no  antidote 
of  fufficient  ftrength  to  proteft  the  multitude-,  has 
yet  been  difcovered,  I  mud  recommend  to  the  no- 
ble author  and  his  Englifh  friends  to  fhun  this  con- 
tagious air,  and  to  import  into  their  civilized  land 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifle  who  prefer  Br'uijh  Fra- 
ternity  to  Irijh  Independence. 

1  fhould  wifli  to  be  informed  how  many  hundred 
.years  the  noble  author  fuppofes  it  ncceffary  for  ^ 
race  of  people  to  inhabit  a  country,  before  they  can 
acquire  the  appellation  of  natives;  whether  Ireland 
requires  a  longer  refidence  to  bcftow  this  title  than 
other  lands,  and  (in  the  cafe  of  an  ifland  being 
peopled  in  different  parts  by  colonies  from  different 
nations)  which  part  of  the  country  isfuppofed  to  ap- 
pertain to  the  rightful  inhabitants  ?  The  noble 
author  would  be  much  furprifcd  if  the  inhabitants 
of  Wales  were  to  denominate  the  inhabitants  of 
England  a  colony  of  ufurpers,  or  if  the  people  of 
France  were  to  pretend  to  a  power  over  Great  Bri- 
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tatn,  becaufe  that  tliany  hundred  yedrs  ago  fome  of 
the  natives  of  that  country  invaded  and  planted  co- 
lonies in  thd  ifland ;  and  were  any  Welch  or  French 
pamphleteers  to  hazard  fuch  an  aflertion,  the  Eng- 
lifh  would  very  juftly  confider  them  as  eligible  in^ 
habitants  of  Bedlam.  The  noble  author  will  (I  bc^ 
licve)  confefs  that  what  he  calls  the  "  Englifh  co- 
lony," 'as  been  fettled  in  Ireland  rather  longer* 
than  the  inhabitants  of  North  America  in  their  pdr^ 
tion  of  the  Weftem  world,  and  yet  he  allows  to  the 
latter  their  appropriate  appellation.  It  appears  as 
if  he  intended  to  reproach  the  Irifli  fctders  for  not 
having  long  fince  employed  the  fim.e  exertions  for 
Liberty,  which  bellowed  a  name,  a  chara6ter,  and 
a  conftitution  on  the  American  fcttlers :  but  the  no-^ 
blc  author  fhould  fecolled:,  that  nations  will  endure 
very  numerous  and  fevere  opprefilons,  before  they 
■will  have  recourfe  to  the  violent  operations  of  Re- 
volunon ;  and  probably  had  America  been  very  little 
Icfs  opprefled,  it  would  remain  at  this  day  a  depen- 
dent province  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  difficvik  to 
produce,  and  eafy  to  prevent,  Revolutions;  buE 
there  is  a  degree  of  tyranny  which  no  nation  can 
•ndure.  Men  fcldom  fight  about  the  forms  or 
names  of  Government— ^for  let  the  form  be  ever  Co 
imperfeft,  or  the  name  ever  {o  offenfive,  "  make 
the  people  happy,  and  you  may  make  them  loyal.*" 

♦  Philoiophical  Survey  of  the  SoutI»  of  Irchnd. 

Whilft  men  enjoy  protection,  plenty  and  happineTs,   fhey  will  always  ie-> 

fire  to  continue  them,  and   never  look   .i-'ter    R  volutious-, 

therefore,  whoever  would  endeavour  to  prefcrve  a  prcfeni  cliabl.(hmcnt, 
mud  make  the  people  eafy  and   contented   unccr  it,  and  to  find   their  own 

aCcouQt  iathe  coi;tm>unce  of  it. 

Gate's Lc  'ers,  3d  Vol.  p.  86. 
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For  my  own  part,  fuppofing  that  I  were  to  conli- 
der  hereditary  monarchs  in  the  abftradl  as  ridicu- 
lous as  ever  did  Thomas  Paine,  yet  I  could  idolize 
a  King,  whofe  mild  and  judicious  adminiftration  be- 
llowed on  his  fubjefts  rational  liberty  and  virtuous 
happinefs:  and  though  a  'Republican  form  of  go* 
vernment  fhould  be  thought  in  theory  the  beft  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  morality  and  felicity  of  a 
ilate,  I  Ihould  glory  in  thefubverfionof  one,  which 
under  that  name,  had  proved  itfelf  vicious  and 
tyrannical.* 

I  lament  the  noble  author's  difficulty  in  under- 
ftanding  that  barbarous  term,  Ireland ;  and  left  he 
fhould  mifconceive  my  meaning,  when  I  happen  to 
make  ufe  of  the  vulgar  appellation  in  the  courfcof 
the  following  pages,  I  fhali  briefly  inform  him,  that 
when  I  mention  this  favage  word,  I  mean  to  fig- 
nify  an  iflandf  (fometimes  called  Hihernia^  Innisfail, 
or  Erin,)  furroundcd'  by  tlie  Adantic  Ocean,  which 
feparates  it  from  every  other  land  i  temperate,  fertile 
and  falubi'ious ;  blefled  with  the  fine  ft  bays  and 
moft  commodious  harbours  in  the  known  world} 
particularly  adapted  for  commerce  and  indepen- 
dence; peopled  by  a  numerous,  healthy  and  cou- 
rageous race,  who  are  (like  the  inhabitants  of  moft 
other  countries)  compofcd  of  the  defcendants  of  va-* 

*  All  governments,  under  whatfoever  form  they  arc  adminlflered,  ought 
to  be  adminiftercd  for  the  good  of  fociety  ;  and  when  they  are  otherwifc  ad- 
min'lftcred,  theyceafc  to  be  go vcinr.lcnt,  and  become ufurpalion. 

Cato'«  Letters,  ad  Vol,  p.  41. 

•f"  1  do  not  mean  to  inffnnatc  any  tloubt  of  the  noble  author's  geograplil- 
cal  knowledge  ;  but  as  local  circumP.ances  always  affedl  the  national  cha- 
raOcr  «f  a  peofle,  I  mention  the  country  with  hs  iohabitants, 
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rious  colonies  from  various  nations,  and  amongf^ 
svhom  are  feme  bad  men  and  many  good,  fom^ 
fools  and  many  wife,  fome  fervile  difpofitions  ancj 
many  independent  charaders.    The  inhabitants  may 
be  at  this  time  divided  into  three  parts — the  Britifh 
faflion,  the  moderate  loyalifts,  and  the  advocates  for 
revolution.     The   former,    which    is  the   fmallcfl: 
party,  comprizes  an  hod  of  placemen,   penfioners, 
and  expeftants ;  tyrannical  fools,  bigoted  Proteft- 
ants,  and  that  fort  of  men*  who  are  ready  to  become 
the  partizans  of  any  nation  or  governrnent  who  pays 
highly.     The  fecond  divifion  comprehends  all  thofe 
who,  from  well  grounded  apprehenfions  of  anarchy, 
are  attached  to  the  exifting  eftabliChment ;   all  the 
friends  of  moderate  reform  ;  the  independent  mem- 
bers of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  moll  of  the 
opulent  Roman  Catholics ;   many  mercantile  men, 
and  private  gentlemen  of  fortune.     The  third  party 
is  compofed  of  a  great  many  perfons  of  brilliant  abi- 
lities, enthufiaftic  tempers,  and  fmall  fortunes ;  feve- 
ral  men  of  independent  property ;   a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  middling  clafs,   and  the  majority  of  the 
lower  clafles  of  every  denomination.     This  portion 
of  the  population  of  the  country,  is  at  lead  equal 
(if  not  fuperior)  in  number,  to  the  moderate  party ; 
but  I  fear  that  mod  of  the  higher  dalles  are  enr 
eulphed  in  the  fmall  party  firlt  mentioned.     Indeed, 

*  Thofe  who  would  facrifice  their  duty  to  their  intereft  ;  and  uncon- 
cerned v/hat  becomes  of  the  reft  of  mankind,  would  promote  tyranny,  if 
J{}ey  might  but  fhine  in  its  trappings. 

Gate's  Letters,  ad  Vol.  p.  31. 
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excepting  a  very  few  individuals,  our  men*  of  high 
rank  and  large  fortune,  are  creatures  whole  hearts 
are  contraded,  whofe  minds  are  vulgarized,  and 
whofe  morals  are  depraved.  But  (thank  God  !) 
there  are  many  virtuous  charafters  in  Ireland;  and 
it  is  an  ijland  which  all  the  ardent  wifhes  of  the  no- 
ble author  and  his  tefty  partizans,  will  never  unite 
to  the  Britifh  fhore,  nor  "  precipitate  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ocean. '^ 

This  author  feems  to  fuppofe  that  by  endeavour- 
ing to  perfuade  the  Irifli  Proteftants  that  they  are 
a  dependent  colony,  he  will  induce  them  to  become 
fuch  in  reality ;  but  however  thefe  artifices  may  de- 
ceive the  timid,  the  mercenary,  and  the  mean,  they 
are  too  fhallow  to  impofe  on  the  perfons  whom  he 
wifhes  to  cajole.  If  there  were  none  but  Papifts, 
mere  Irifhmen  and  defcendants  from  Irifh  fepts, 
concerned  in  the  late  confpiracy,  I  fhall  be  fatisfied 
to  refign  my  reafon  into  the  hands  of  Englifli 
pamphleteers,  to  believe  only  their  creeds,  and  to 
fee  only  with  their  eyes :  but  if  it  is  poflible  to 
prove  that  in  this  plot  were  implicated  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  Proteftants,  defcendants  from 
mere  Englifh,  and  the  pofterity  of  Britifh  colonifts, 
I  (ball  continue  to  credit  my  own  fcnfes,  to  adhere 
to  my  own  faith,  and  to  truft  my  own  reafon,  weak 

•  EHucated  in  idlenefs,  debauchery,  and  ignorance ;  taught  to  believe 
that  greainefs  confifts  in  pride,  infqlence  and  extravagance  ;  ^nd  fo,  for  {he 
;7jcft  part,  want  every  qualification  proper  to  adorn  their  charaiSlers.  .  . 
.  .  .  At  lad  their  ncccfllties  make  them  fubmit  to  a  paltry  penfion  j 
and,  iuftead  of  being  the  generous  alTcrtois  of  public  liberty,  they  become 
(he  mcaa  aud  humble  ioTuumcBts  of  power. 

JJato's Letters,  3d  Vol.  p.  260. 
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and  Irifh  as  It  Is.     The  unhappy  difl:in6i:IoRs  which 
have  too  long  fubfifted  amongil  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland,  are  recapitulated  in  this  infidious  yet  ab- 
furd    pamphlet,  with  a  bafe   intention  of  renewing 
thofe  differences  which  have  been  fo  frequently  and 
fo  unfortunately  roufed  by  fimilar  endeavours  i  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  are  now  completely  aware 
of  thofe  malicious  attempts,  and    that  Protcftants, 
Catholics  and  Diflcnters,  will  join  in  forming  an  in- 
vincible phalanx  to  defend  the  expiring  independence 
of  their  country.     My  Countrymen  !  ye  who  firft 
drew  breath  in  this  perfecuted  land  !  ye  who  inhale 
the  native  air  of  Ireland  !  let  not  the  arts  of  thofe 
who  weep  not  for  your  furrows,  who  rejoice  not  in 
your  bleffings,  difunite  you.     Remember  that  you  are 
brethren^  and  in  your  attachment  to  peace,  your  ab- 
horrence of  tumult,  and  your  deteftation  of  anarchy, 
forget  not  that  you  are  Irijhmen! 

The  noble  author  talks  o^  azvakening  the  Brittjh 
colony  (by  which,  I  fuppofe,  he  means  the  placemen 
and  penfioners,  the  fuckersof  Irifh  blood,  and  the 
fcofFers  at  Irilh  patriotifm)  and  I  fincerely  wifh  that 
fome  of  the  noble  author's  partizans  had  taken  the 
uouhXc  o{  awakening  him,  before  he  attempted  to 
write  on  Irifh  affairs ;  as  it  is  very  evident  that  when 
he  entered  on  the  fubjecfl,  he  was  unfortunately  un- 
der the  impreflion  of  fome  terrific  dream,  or  had  juft 
fhaken  off  a  Popifh  Incubus.  It  is  to  this  caufe 
alone  that  I  can  afcribe  the  wild  idea  of  a  Catholic 
RepubliCy  fo  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of 
this  contemptible  produdion.  It  is  well  knov;i;i 
^hat  univerfal   toleration  was  one  of  the  principal 
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obje6ls  of  the  reforming  confpirators,  fo  that  it  wjlf 
be  impoffible  to  conned  them  with  the  Papifts,  by 
the  ciiain  of  "  Catholic  Republic  i"  a  whim  whicii 
muft  have  arifen  in  the  inflated  brain  of  a  porter- 
puffed  EngUiliman,  as  it  certainly  cannot  be  of 
IriQi  growth. 

The  noble  author  has  no  need  to  apologize  for 
any  of  his  infuks.  That  which  excites  contempt 
will  not  occafion  refentment;  and  his  fancies  (or 
whatever  elfe  he  pleafes  to  call  them)  muft  only  be 
defpifed  :  for,  as  I  have  before  declared,  it  is  the  au- 
thority and  not  the  work  which  claims  attention.  I 
would  not  flop  to  contradidl  the  impudent,  invidi- 
ous, and  faife  airercions,  refpeding  the  non-antiquity 
of  this  ifland,  but  that  it  is  poflible  that  thcfe  page^ 
may  be  read  by  Irilbmen  fo  ignorant  of  the  hiitory 
of  their  native  land,  as  to  be  induced  to  give  credit 
to  thefe  groundlels  allegations.  For,  to  the  fliamc 
of  Ireland  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  it  has  been  too 
much  the  cuftom  to  negleft  inftrufting  our  youth  ia 
the  annals  of  that  country,  refpefting  which  they 
ought  to  be  particularly  interefted  j  and  even  where 
it  is  thought  proper  to  give  them  any  information 
refpeding  Irifti  hiftory,  it  is  merely*  the  books  writ-i 
ten  by  bigoted  Proteftants  and  prejudiced  Englifh* 
men  that  they  are  permitted  to  perufe.  I  muft  be 
pardoned  for  digrefiing  to  make  fome  obfervations 
on  a  fubjed:  which  is  of  much  importance  to  real 
Iriflimen.     Amongft   the  numerous  caufes   which 

*  Such  as  Temple's  account  of  the  Iri(h  Rebellion  of  1641,  in  which 
vre  Uivc  aJ/iJavUi  (relative  to  ProteJIant  ^^r/7/ flirieking  for  vengeance 
agiiirift  their  Fapijl  murJercn,)  finiihr  to  that  of  A-Ir,  Rickard  Grandj 
OQ  a  Utc  occaHoa. 

have 
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have  combined  to  render  this  noble  ifland  complete-" 
ly  fubfervienc  to  the  views  of  Britifii  Minillcrs, 
Js  the  fyftem  of  education  which  has  been  (with  very 
few  exceptions)  adopted  by  the  higher  clafTes  of  its 
inhabitants.  One  of  the  firft  ideas  implanted  in  the 
youthful  minds  is  a  contempt  for  the  land  they  ought 
to  lovej  and  one  of  the  firft  principles  inculcated,  is 
that  of  a  profound  reipedl  for  Englifh  manners, 
Englifh  cuftoms,  and  Englifli  perfons,  be  they  ever 
fo  inelegant,  vicious,  and  contemptible.  No  educa- 
tion is  confidered  fo  unfafhionable,  no  language  To 
difcordant,  no  accent  fo  vulgar,  as  the  Irifh.  The 
natural  confequences  of  thofe  early  prejudices  are  ty- 
ranny, idifguit,  and  expatriation.  Some  unworthy 
fons  of  Hibernia  cannot  even  be  perfuaded  that  the 
jower  clafs  in  their  native  country  are  poficfled  of 
the  common  capacities  of  other  peafantsj  and  fomc 
of  the  partizans  of  Britifh  inlblence  even  go  fo  far 
as  to  declare,  that  nothing  but  extermination  and 
new  colonization  can  render  Ireland  a  fuitable  habi- 
tation for  enlightened  men :  but  (thanks  Co  the  all- 
powerful  Being  who  furrounded  our  country  with  the 
ocean!)  the  number  ofthofc  who  fupport  this  detef- 
table  opinion  is  very  infignlficant,  and  thofc  few  are. 
not  remarkable  for  either  talents  or  information.—- 
When  we  confider  the  cuftomary  mode  of  educati- 
on amongfl  the  higher  claffes  of  Irifhmen,  and  all  the> 
various  methods  purfued  to  anglicize  them,  we  mult 
ceafe  to  wonder  that  patriotifm  and  public  virtue  are 
fo  rare  amongfl:  our  men  of  rank  and  fortune.  In 
regard  to  the  peafantry  of  Ireland,  I  know  few  nati- 
onal charadters  which  fo  powerfully  attracft  the  ad- 
miration 
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miration  of  a  liberal  mind ;    but  whllft  we  refpe^l 
the  talents,  the  courage,  the  hofpitalicy,  and  genero- 
fity  of  our  poor  and  unhappy  countrymen,  we  mull 
lament  the  unfortunate  diftortions  of  virtue,  fo  fre- 
quently produced  by  ceafelefs  impolicy  of  treatment. 
However   cruelly-harfh  ufage    may   have  goaded 
human  nature  in  Ireland,  it  has  noi  "  degraded  the 
human  chara61:er,"  and  perhaps  a  day  may  yet   ar* 
rive  when  this  fhall  be  demonftrated.     But  to  return 
to  the  antiquity  of  my  beloved  country—It  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  trace  the  ancient,  or  indeed  the 
modern  hiftory  of  our  ifland,  as  it  has  ever  been  the 
cuftom  of  invaders  to  ufe  their  utmoft  exertions  for 
the  purpofe  of  dcftroying  every  monument  of  anti- 
quity, and  annihilating  every  veftige  of  former  fplen- 
dour,  which  might  remind  the  fubdued  people  that 
they  had  once  poflelTed  independence.     Nothing  Co 
much  conduces  to  the  fupport  of  national  virtue,  as 
hiftorical  evidences  of  former  celebrity.     This  the 
EngliHi  knew  but  too  well,  and  the  effefls  of  this 
knowledge  has  been  fatally  deflru6tive  to  the  docu- 
ments of  Irifh  literature.     However,  they  have  not 
been  fo   completely  fuccefsful  in  their  attempts  to 
fupprefs  every  proof  of  the  former  cultivation  and 
glory  of  this  nation,  but  I  may  be  authorized  to  af- 
fcrt,  that  the  civilization  of  this  ifle  was  long  anterior 
to  that  of  Great  Britain;  that  the  arts  and  fcicnces 
were  cultivated  here,  in  very  remote  ages  i  that  Ire- 
land was  once  remarkable   for  literary  knowledge, 
and  that  multitudes  of  Irifli  manufcripts  have  been 
at  various  times  deftroyed  by  thofe  mercilefs  in- 
vaders,  who  endeavoured   to  barbarize  a  nation 
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^hich  they  could  not  excel.  In  fa6l:,  the  fame  pal- 
try policy^  and  ignoble  jealoufy,  have  been  obferv- 
able  in  all  their  fubfequent  condudti  and  even  in 
this  enlightened  age  they  may,  perhaps,  be  traced 
in  the  prefent  projeft  of  a  Legifladve  Union.  It 
is  to  no  purpofe  to  contradifl  the  alTertions  of  igno- 
rance ;  but  I  fliall  jufl:  recommend  to  the  noble  au- 
thor the  perufal  of  thofe  works*  which  treat  of  an- 
cient Ireland  (and  have  atleaft  as  much  claim  to  be- 
lief as  thofe  refpeding  other  countries,)  before  he 
experts  to  gain  credit  when  he  affirms,  that  "  all 
ufeful  knowledge  of  it  is  coeval  with  Englifh  con- 
nexion !" 

I  know  not  what  is  meant  by  "  criminal  indul- 
gence to  ker  colony ;"  nor  indeed  can  I  difcover  the 
fignlfication  of  many  other  phrafes  adopted  in  this 
publicadon  i  but  the  hacknied  exprefTion  of  *'  her 
colony"  will  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  noble  au- 
thor, and  may  occafion  obfervadons  of  which  he  is 
not  aware.  It  is  no  honour  to  the  Englifh  to  mark 
for  their  defcendants,  all  thofe  who  are  moft  tyran- 
nical, unjufl,  mercenary,  and  mean  -,  but  I  fhould  be 
very  willing  to  refign  them,  to  the  parent  by  whom 
they  are  claimed,  did  I  not  think  it  necefTary  to  ex- 
pofe  the  numerous  mifreprefentations,  ignorances, 
and  falfehoods,  with  which  this  deteftable  compofi- 
tion  abounds.  The  hoflile  parties  are  not,  by  any 
means,  fuch  as  the  noble  author  appears  to  fuppofe, 
and  endeavours  to  reprefent.  They  are  not  the  Ca- 
tholic  and    the  Proteftant,    the   Milefian   and  the 

?  Spencer's  State  of  Ireland,  &c,  5fc.  &c. 
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Cfomwelllan,  the  firft  poITeflbr  and  the  fecond  pof-- 
feflbr  of  the  land :  No  : — But  I  Hiall  not  prefume  to 
depict  them.     We  do  not  reproach  any  man  with 
the  crimes  of  his  anceflors  3    we  do  not  oppofe  the 
children  through  refentment  to  the  fathers  j  but  we 
endeavour  to  refift  the  progrefs  of  thofe  who  would 
encroach  upon  our  freedom.     The  ancient  wars  of 
Ireland,  like  all  other  civil  wars,  have  been  barba- 
rous and  inhuman  i  but  it  is  difficult  (indeed  I  might 
fay  impoflible)  to  afcertain  on  which  fide  the  great- 
cfl:  cruelties  were  perpetrated,  as  each  party  accufes 
the   other :   however,  all   honeft  and  unprejudiced 
perfons  mufl;  agree,  that  the  crimes  committed  by 
men,  fighting  for  the  land  which  they  had  ufurped, 
muft  be  confidered  more   atrocious  than  thofe   of 
men  fighting  for  the  property  of  which  they  had 
been   recently  difpoffefTed.     But  it  is  of  very  little 
importance  to  the  prefent  queftion,  in  what  manner 
their  progenitors  condufted  themfelves  five  or  fij^ 
hundred  years  ago  -,   and   I  mention  thefe  circum-» 
fiances  merely  to  convince  the  noble  author,  that  I 
am  not  unacquainted  with  thofe  parts  of  Irifh  hifto-» 
ry  to  which  his  knowledge  appears  to  be  confined  j 
and  that  I  have  read  fome  of  thofe  works  which  he 
appears  to  confider  authentic.     For  tfhe  information 
of  certain  porfons  who  may  chance  to  perufc  thefc 
pages  after  the  work  of  the  noble  author,  I  think  ic 
neceflTary  to  declare,  that  his  endeavour  to  perfuadc 
his  readers,  that  the  late  rebellion  in  this  country  pro- 
ceeded from  the  ancient  inhabitants,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, the  claimants  of  forfeited  eflates,  is  as  bafe 
as  his  alfcrtions  are  falfe  and  malevolent :  and  one 
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very  remarkable  circumftance  attendant  on  that 
event,  is,  that  the  only  place  where  it  aflfumed  a 
formidable  appearance  was  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, the  very  part  of  our  ifland  where  the  firfl: 
Britilh  invaders  landed,  and  where  the  firft  Britifh 
colony  was  eftabliflied. 

It  is  very  poffible  that  the  greater  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  may  be  <«  intoxicated  with  vi- 
fions  of  liberty,"  but  the  noble  author  errs  extreme- 
ly in  fuppofing  tb.at  they  have  been  urged  on  to  the 
purfuit  of  it  "  by  foreign  gold."  However,  as  we 
are  all  very  prone  to  form  our  opinions  of  others 
according  to  that  which  they  have  a  right  to  form 
refpedting  us;  and  as  the  noble  author  evinces 
a  particular  attachment  to  arguments  by  analogy, 
we  muft  not  be  furprifed  at  the  fuppofition*.  The 
infmuations  and  aflertions  refpeding  the  Catholics 
thirfling  for  revenge,  are  groundlefs  and  flagitious. 
A  race  of  people,  fo  peculiarly  opprcfled  as  the 
peafantry  of  Ireland,  cannot  fail  to  be  difcontent- 
ed  i  but  it  is  ilUberal  and  malicious,  indeed,  to  fub- 
ftitute  the  word  catholic  for  peafanty  upon  every 
occafion.  The  Catholics  are  not  all  poor,  nor  are 
the  poor  all  Catholics.  However  ignorant  in  many 
refpefts  the  noble  author  may  be,  he  muft  know 
that  all  perfons  debarred  the  advantages  of  inftruc- 
tion,  muft  be  illiterate ;  and  he  cannot  fuppofe  that 
a  proteftant  mob  in  England  can,  without  educa- 

*  A  creatmre  that  lets  out  his  genius  to  hire,  may  foinctim;shave  a  very 
feood  one;  bvit  he  muft  have  a  vile  and  beggarly  foul,  and  his  perfcrn:ianccs 
are,  at  the  beft,  but  the  bakft  v.ay  of  petitioning  for  alnas. 

Cato's  Letters,  id  Vol.  p.  198- 
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tlon,  acquire  knowledge,  liberality,  and  virtue^ 
more  rapidly  than  a  papifl  mob  in  Ireland.  It  is 
truly  rhelancholy  to  fee  religion  fo  conftantly  made 
an  excufe  for  the  mod  mean,  immoral,  and  atro- 
cious deeds,  and  that  Chriftianity  *  in  particular, 
which  we  have  every  reafon  to  confider  the  moft 
favourable  to  peace,  virtue,  and  happinefs,  fhould 
be  fo  frequently  rendered  the  tool  of  defigning  per- 
fons,  devoid  of  any  attachment  to  their  neighbour, 
their  country,  or  their  God.  I  believe  that,  in 
material  points,  all  reafonable  and  virtuous  men 
mufl  think  alike;  but  unfortunately  it  generally 
happens  that  thofc  people  who  talk  moft  fluently 
on  the  fubje<5t  of  religion,  are  fcldom  polTeired  of 
enlarged  minds,  cultivated  underftandings,  or  pure 
intentions. 

I  do  not  imagine  that  the  gilded  bait  of  nominal 
emancipation,  will  now  delude  the  Catholics,  who 
have  been  too  long  ^learning  in  the  fchool  of  ad- 
verfity,  to  truft  the  promifes  of  interefled  opprefTors. 
But  even  if  this  were  of  fuch  mighty  importance, 
that  the  lad  remaining  fupport  of  Irifn  indepen- 
dence was  to  be  furrendered  in  exchange  for  it, 
what  aflurances  fhall  we  have  that  it  will  be  grant- 
ed after  this  unnatural  Union  ^.     Who  will  fupport 

*  Even  the  Chridian  religion  can  do  but  little  or  no  good  in  lands  pi 
tyranny,  fince  miracles  have  ceafed  ;  but  is  made  to  do  infinite  harm,  by 
being  corrupted  and  perverted  into  a  deadly  engine  in  the  hands  of  a  ty- 
jant  and  his  impoflors,  to  rivet  his  fubje<Sks  chain"!,  and  to  confirm  them 
v/refchef,  (laves,  and  ignorants.  I  cannot  indeed  lay,  that  they  have  the 
fhriflian  religion  at  all  amongft  them,  but  only  ufc  its  amiable  name  to 
countenance  abominable  falle hood:,  and  nonfenfe,  and  heavy  oppreflioa. 

Ca'.o's  Lettcrr,  ad  Vol.  p.  54. 
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the  Catholics  in  their  claim  to  the  fulfilment  of 
thcfe  inridioufly  oblique  promifes  ?  Who  will  com- 
pel the  Britifli  Miniftcr  to  the  performance  of  thefc 
unguaranteed  arguments  ?  The  well-educated  clafs 
of  Catholics  are  far  fuperior  to  being  «  the  dupes 
of  priefts,  of  foreigners,  of  political  reformers,  of 
parties,  or  promifes ;"  nor  do  they  look  for  that 
revenge  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  fo  delightful: 
and  in  regard  to  the  uneducated  portion  of  that 
left,  they  cannot  enjoy  the  high  honour  and  fu- 
preme  fatisfadlion  of  ftudying  the  noble  author's 
tranfcendant  produ6lions.  1  fliould  be  glad  to 
know  who  informed  him  of  the  antipathies  fubfifl- 
ing  between  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  defcended 
from  Englifli  fettlers,  and  thofe  defcended  from 
colonies  from  other  nations  j  and  I  fhould  alfo  wifli 
to  know  by  what  means  he  difcovered,  that  the 
cattle  houghed,  the  trees  felled,  the  houfes  at- 
tacked, were  only  thofe  of  Proteftants  and  the  pof- 
tcrity  of  Britons.  Thefe  falfehoods  are  too  ob- 
vious to  require  contradiction  j  but  1  fhall  once  more 
intreat  the  noble  author  to  withhold  his  dreams 
from  the  eye  of  the  public,  or  to  have  them  print- 
ed as  fuch ;  and  would  therefore  recommend,  that 
inftead  of  impofing  on  mankind  by  giving  his 
vifions  the  fober  title  of  "  Confiderations,*'  he 
Ihould  have  a  new  edition  of  his  pamphlet  pub- 
Jiflied  with  the  more  applicable  name  of  JVhimSy 
Reveries y  or  Fancies. 

"  Divide  et  imperaj*  has  long  been  the  maxim 
of  Britifh  Miniflers,  with  regard  to  this  kingdom  j 
but  thofe  jugglers  have  played  this  trick  fo  often, 

that 


that  it  ceaffcs  to  produce  its  wonted  effedls,  and 
confequently  the  noble  author  will  find  it  difficult; 
to  revive  under  the  novel  appellations  of  "  Colonijls 
and  Natives,'^  the  almoft  obfolete  parties  o( Orange- 
fnett  and  Papijls.  It  is  now  tolerably  evident  to  all 
parties,  for  what  purpofc  they  were  irritated  and 
oppofed  to  each  other;  and  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
ture to  affirm  that  the  Orangeman  and  the  Papift 
are  equally  determined  in  their  antipathy  to  the 
projedlcd  Union.  It  is  not  by  oblique  cenfures  of 
the  Orange  party  that  the  Catholics  will  be  induc- 
ed to  fupport  a  meafure  replete  with  injuries  to 
Ireland ;  nor  is  it  by  ftigmatizing  the  name  of 
Catholic,  that  the  Orangemen  will  be  cajoled  to 
favour  a  plan  fo  injurious  to  their  country.  Indeed 
we  now  have  reafon  to  hope,  that  both  perceive 
the  real  caufes  of  the  efforts  made  to  produce  and 
promote  diflenfions  amongft  them,  and  that  it  will 
not  again  be  in  the  power  of  defigning  villains 
with  ftrong  heads  and  cold  hearts,  to  difunite  men 
who  mud  ever  find  it  their  true  intereft  to  confider 
each  other  as  friends  and  brethren. 

As  I  am  only  defirous  of  giving  a  brief  anfwer 
to  what  relates  to  my  own  country,  and  have  not 
befides,  the  fame  opportunities  of  acquiring  accu- 
rate information  refpefting  dillant  lands,  I  fhall  fay 
very  litde  on  the  fubjedl  of  America,  on  which 
the  noble  author  has  favoured  us  with  fuch  a  tedious 
diflcrtation ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  muft  remark 
the  fame  fpecies  of  falfehood  and  malice  in  the  ob- 
fervations  on  American,  as  in  thofe  on  Irifh  affairs. 
I  do  not  perceive  that  the  American  colonifts  who 
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"drove   the  favages  behin4  the  frontiers,'*  havd 
been  in  any  degree  more  iubferyient  than  the  Irifh 
colonifts  who  mixed  with  the  pt'ople  by  whom  the 
land  was  inhabited  prior  to  their  invafion ;  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  the  only  circumftance  which  ha3 
hitherto  preferved  the   connexion  between   Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  is  the  nature  of  that  connexion, 
and  the  degree  of  apparent  and  nominal  indepen- 
dence   poflefTed  by   the   lafl:  mentioned    country* 
America  was  loft  by  being  confidered  and  treated 
as  a  dependant  province,  and  Ireland  may  be  loft 
by  the  fame  means.     The  analogy  between  Scot- 
land and   Ireland,    is   very   obfcure;  and  yet  by 
what  means  has  that  part  of  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain  been  preferved  to  the  crown  of  England, 
but  by  draining  the  country  of  its  inhabitants  and  of 
its  wealth  ?  Whilft  it  pofTefied  an  appropriate  por- 
tion of  either,   it  was  as  prone  to  refiflance  as  this 
country ;  but  I  believe  it  is  now  well  known  that 
great  part  of  Scotland  has  very  little  means  of  re- 
belling, unlefs  the  mountains  could  be  difciplined, 
and  the  rocks  organized.     The  noble  author  in  his 
copious  difquifition  on  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  ap- 
pears to  have  totally   forgotten    the  two  rebellions 
which  have  taken  place  in   that  country  fince  the 
Union ;    but   thefc,    as   mere   trifles,  are  entirely 
omitted  in  this  brilliant  and  elaborate  narration. 

However  frequently  and  fneeringly  the  noble 
author  may  ufc  the  term  "  Engli/b  colonifl"  it 
will  never  have  the  effect  he  intends  to  produce : 
on  the  contrary,  there  are  very  few  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  who  will  not  fcorn  the  appella- 
tion 5 


//r;?;  and  if  the  no\j}r.  author  would   ejcpoft  all 
thofe  who  defpiie  the  honourable  name  of  Irirtiman, 
it  would  probably  jprove  the  moft  beneficial  mode 
of  relloring  peace  to  this  perturbed  land.     Irifh- 
men  really  united  (I  do  not  mean  to  ufe  the  lan- 
guage of  difaffedion)  could  defy  either  England  or 
France  j  and  if  ever  the  day  arrives  in  which  reli- 
gion  and  political  diflenfions  fliall  be  annihilated^ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  will  be  equally  adverfe 
to  French  invafions,  and  Britifh   Unions  j  equally 
hoflile  to  French  troops  landing  with  the  avowed 
intention  of  effediing  a  revolution   in  the  country, 
and    Britifh   armies  pouring  in  for  the  pretended 
purpofe  of  proteding  it  from  danger.     The  Englifh 
Minifter  is  little  acquainted  with  the  Irifh  fpirit,  if 
he  does  not  perceive  that  he  is  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  complete  revolution  :  he  mull  know  that 
Ireland  is  at  this  moment  retained  to  the  Britifh 
empire  by  force  of  arms,  and  he  cannot  be  igno- 
rant (for  he  has  been  repeatedly  warned,  both  here 
and  in  England)  that  until  there  is  fome  attempt  to 
conciliate  the  nation,  he  muft  continue  to  prefcrve 
the  connexion  with  the  fword.     This  may  pofTibly 
be  juft  what  he  dcfires,  for  this  method  of  govern- 
ing a  nation,  is  the  moft  favourable  for  a  fyflem  of 
corruption.     The  tafl^-maflers  of  Ireland  may  fur- 
nifh  excufes  for  new  taxes,  and  the  United  Irijhmen 
in  London  for  new  penal  laws  j  but  in  the  midft  of 
bis  ruinous  career,  let  not  the  Miniflcr  forget  that 
this  foecies  of  connexion  cannot  continue  long,  and 
that  even  before  the  death  of  Pitt,   the  tie  may  be 
dilTuIvcd,      The   Minifler,    and    his  parcizan  the 
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hoble  author,  will  find,' that  in  regard  to  their  fa* 
vourite  projed:,  no  efforts  will  have  fufficient  power 
to  remove  *'  the  deep-rooted  prejudice  of  Ireland.'^ 

The  queftion  of"  competency,"  has  been  fo  of- 
ten and  fo  ably  difculTcd,  that  1  am  unwilling  to  en- 
ter on  the  fubje£t  i    but  as  the   noble  author  wifhes 
to  know,  why  the  right  of  fixing  the  Conftitution  in 
1782,  was   better  than   that  of  refigning  the  Irifh 
Parliament  in  1799?  1  will  anfwer  him — for  the 
fame  reafon  that  a  man  would  have  a  better  right  to 
accept  for  his  hungry  child  food  than  poifon.     The 
Parliament  of  Ireland* -had  a  better  right  to  accept  of 
t\it  final fettlement  0/1782,  firft,  becaufe  it  was  ge- 
nerally confidered  as  a  real  and  unequivocal  benefit 
to  the  nation  ;   and  fecondly,   becaufe  that  if  it  had 
proved  to  be  an  erroneous  arrangement,  the  next 
Parliament  would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  cor- 
real and  reform  thofe  parts  which  might  require  al* 
teration.     But  in  refpedt  to  the  prefent  plan,  it  is 
far  different ;  firft,  becaufe  the  meafure  appears  to 
be  generally  deemed  an  undoubted  and  pofitive  in- 
jury to  the  nation ;  and  fecondly,  that  it  deftroys 
every   poffibility  of  future   revifal  or    correftion^ 
When  this  pernicious  meafure  iliall  be  once  fixed, 
we  fhall  have  no  refource  but  in  a  revolution,   and 
a  revolution  it  will  infallibly  produce.*     The  noble 

Men  vi\\\  always  feel  their  flrengtb,  when  they  cannot  reafon  npon  it, 
cr  arc  afraid  to  do  fo. 

Cato's  Letter?,  3d  Vol.  p.  i;5. 
Thofe -who  have  power,  v/ill  endeavour  to  keep  it,  and  thofe  who  fuffer 
ilnder  it,  will  endeavour  to  take  it  away,  and  the  event  will  be  iu  the  will 
of  Heaven  alone, 

Cato's  Letters,  3d  Vol.  p.  T34. 
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author  calls  «*  the  final  fettlement  of  1782,'*  ^ 
ft  fatal  boon  ','*  and  I,  as  a  fincere  friend  to  the  true 
Irifli  independence,  pcrfeftly  agree  in  the  opirtion. 
I  think  that  had  it  not  been  for  thai  fatal  boorjy 
"which  has  for  feventeen  years  preferved  this  country 
to  the  Britifli  empire,  we  fliould  long  fince  have 
been  a  free  nation,  enjoying  all  the  natural  and  po- 
litical bleflings  for  which  we  appear  to  be  fo  pecu- 
liarly adapted.  Our  harbours  would  be  filled  with 
Ihips,  our  towns  with  riches  ;  our  nobles  would  be 
virtuous,  our  peafants  happy;  our  government 
would  be  juft,  our  people  contented  ;  our  friend- 
ihip  would  be  courted,  our  refentment  feared.  In 
fhort,  the  clouds  of  anarchy  would  be  pad,  and  the 
bright  fun  of  peace  would  illumine  our  happy  ifland. 
Good  God!  How  melanciioly  the  contrafl !  ■ 
I  cannot  trace  the  foul-revolting  piflure. — ^—'*  That 
this  final  fetdement  was  impofTible  to  laft" — I  dto 
not  pretend  to  doubt  j  but  that  it  has  aided  in  pre- 
icrving  the  connexion  between  England  and  Ireland 
longer  than  it  would  otherwife  have  continued,  I 
have  no  doubt.  A  connexion  bctwecii  two  coun- 
tries fo  feparated,  muft  ever  be  unftaole  j  for  not- 
^ichftanding  all  the  cant  of  xht  fafhionhbk  loyalifls, 
it  will  always  require  an  extraordinary  degree  of  ad- 
drefs  to  preferves  a  connexion  fo  unnatural. 

The  noble  author  has  taken  infinite  pains  to  de- 
nionftrate  the  iniquity  of  Britifh  Minifters,  in  their 
conduct  to  this  country.  He  imagines  that  the  time 
is  arrived,  when  thofe  offences  may  be  fafcly  difplay- 
<'d,  and  he  fancies  that  the  Irifli  mind  will  be  fo 
ftruck,  that  in  the  firft  paroxyfm  of  horror  at  the 
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devciopement  of  this  glaring  injuflice,  it  will  plunge 
in  the  abyfs  of  an  Incorporate  Union,  as  the  only 
fafeguard  from  future  villainy.  But  he  has  entirely 
overlooked  another  train  of  ideas,  which  this  exhi- 
bition of  depravity  may  chance  to  produce  in  the 
minds  of  Iriflimen,  and  which  I  do  not  think  ne- 
ceflary  to  detail  in  this  place.  His  catalogue  of 
offences  is  certainly  juft — J  attempt  not  to  deny  the 
multiplicity  of  placemen  and  penfioners ;  the  venal 
titles,  and  the  faleable  peers  -,  «  the  empire  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe,"  and  the  proftitution  of  military 
honours.  On  the  contrary,  I  rather  believe  thefe 
matters  to  be  even  worfe  than  the  noble  author  re^ 
prefents  them ;  and  I  perfeflly  agree  in  opinion 
with  him,  that  a  remedy  is  defirable,  but  not  am 
Union  j  for  that  is  a  remedy  worfe  than  the  dif- 
eale. 

It  is  extremely  abfurd,  and  fuppofes  a  wonderful 
degree  of  ignorance  in  his  readers,  for  the  noble 
author  to  infinuate  that  the  Iri(h  Parliament  has 
been  peculiarly  adverfe  to  Catholic  emancipation  j 
as  it  is  well  known  in  this  kingdom,  that  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  that  meafure  was  entirely  produced  by  the 
intrigues  of  Britiili  Minifters.  The  recal  of  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  and  all  the  tranfadions  immediately 
preceding  and  fubfequent  to  that  event,  are  too  re- 
cent to  be  forgotten  by  Iriflimen  j  and  wc  are  all 
well  convinced,  that  even  the  prefent  Parliament 
would  be  eafily  induced  to  accord  thofe  privi- 
leges defired  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.*  Was 
the  repeal  of  fo  many  penal  laws,  a  matter  "  beyond 

^  If  permitted  by  the  Minifter, 
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tlic  reach,  controul,  and  anthcrity  of  her  indepen-? 
dent  Parliament  ?  And  is  it  probable,  that  thofc 
would  have  been  repealed  in  an  Imperial  Senate  ?— 
Are  the  Englifli  people  lefs  prejudiced  againfl:  the 
Catholics,  or  have  they  hitherto  evinced  more  libe- 
rality than  the  Irifh  Parliament  ?  If  we  are  tojudge 
by  the  prefent  ftate  of  their  penal  code  againfl:  the 
Catholics  of  England,  and  by  the  writings  of  fuch 
Englifhmen  as  the  noble  author,  we  mufl.  confider 
them  to  be  ignorant,  malicious,  and  difhoneft.  The 
noble  author  affe6ls  to  fpeak  with  great  commifera- 
tion  of  the  diftrefles  of  Ireland.  The  country  may 
pofTibly  be  the  fcene  of  much  mifery,  but  the  wretch- 
cdnefs  of  the  inhabitants  may  alfo  be  much  encreaf- 
cd  by  an  Union.  He  muft  allow  that  there  are 
many  degrees  of  wretched nefs ;  if  he  does  not,  he 
knows  little  indeed  of  the  Irifli  poor. 

I  do  not  cxadlly  precifely  comprehend  the  pane- 
gyrics on  Englifh  manners,  and  cannot  help  confi- 
dering  thofe  of  the  lower  clafs  as  much  lefs  civilized 
than  the  manners  of  the  Irifh  peafantry,  who  are  ge- 
nerous and  hofpitable,  and  confcquently  civil  and 
friendly  to  fl:rangers.  The  noble  author's  oblique 
cenfurcs  of  the  Orange  party,  will  not  produce  the 
cfFeft  he  imagines,  of  conciliating  the  Catholics ;  and 
I  am  well  authorized  to  aflure  him,  thatfome  trifling 
conccflions,  in  regard  to  a  removal  of  the  exifting 
difqualifications,  would  have  more  power  in  footh- 
ing  their  diffatisfadions,  than  the  kecneft  hopes  of 
revenge  j  for  his  afiertions  refpe(fiing  the  "  defpair 
and  revolt  of  the  Catholics,"  arc  as  thoroughly  de- 
void of  foundation  as  many  of  his  other  declarations. 

I  hope 


7  hope  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  will  ob- 
ferve  and  remember,  that  the  noble  author  has  heard 
*<-  an  atrocious  policy  avowed  in  the  public  councils, 
by  which  they  (the  Irifh)  were  to  be  armed  and  let 
loofc  upon  one  another."  I  hope  the  Proteftant  and 
the  Catholic,  the  Orangeman  and  the  United  Irifii- 
man,  will  never  forget  this  confcffion  j  that  they 
will  difappoint  fuch  fanguinary  views,  and  elude 
fuch  the  invidious  endeavours  of  their  plaufi-r 
ble  tyrants.  Amongft  many  other  artful  attempts 
in  this  jhailow  produ(5lion,  is  that  to  reconcile 
the  Englifh  by  flattery  and  adulation  of  the  grolTeft 
fort,  to  a  meafurej  which  is  almoft  as  injurious 
to  their  incerefts  as  to  thofe  of  Ireland.  But  if 
they  can  be  cajoled  by  the  trite  expre(]ions  of 
*f  great  and  generous  nation,"  &c.  &c.  and  the  ful- 
fome  cant  about  "  the  virtues,  the  moderation,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  Britain,"  fufficiently  to  induce 
them  to  throw  fuch  a  degree  of  power  into  the  hands 
of  a  Minifter,  who  has  already  disfigured  the  face  of 
their  once  beautiful  conftitution,  with  the  fears  of  def- 
potifm;*  I  fhall  only  fay  that  they  are  not  the  inde- 
pendent people  I  fuppofed  them  to  be,  and  that  the 
iron  hand  of  power  has  injured  them  more  than  the 
Irifh,  by  degrading  their  minds,  and  extinguifhing  that 
Ipirit  of  liberty  which  aggrandized  their  country,  in- 
vigorated its  commerce,  and  enriched  its  inhabi- 
tants.   Do  they  fuppofe  that  the  importation  of  fixty 

*  Alas!  Power  daily  encroaches  upon  Liberty,  with  a  fuccefs  too  cvU 
dent ;  and  the  balance  between  them  is  almoft;  loft. 
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ty  or  an  hundred  Irlfh  mercenaries,  will  not  add  19^ 
their  hourly-cncreafing  penal  laws  ?  Do  they  ima- 
gine that  any  Irifhman,  poiTefled  of  honed  principles 
or  public  virtue,  will  ever  be  returned  to  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament  ?  Do  they  exped  that  men  who 
fell  the  interefts  of  their  own  country,  will  (hew  any 
forbearance  towards  theirs  ?  No.  Much  as  they 
are  deceived,  and  great  as  the  efforts  are  to  dekide 
them,  they  muft  be  fenfible  that  none  of  the  '*  An- 
glo-lrijh"  Senators  will  ever  confider  any  but  their 
own  individual  intereft.  Men  who  have  facrificed 
the  welfare  of  their  own  country,  for  the  paltry  com- 
penfarion  of  a  few  thoufands,  a  new  name,*  or  a  bit 
of  ribbon,  will  not  fcruple  tofacritice  that  of  another 
country  with  equal  facility.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
fincerity  with  which  the  noble  author  would  rejoice 
to  fee  the  ifland  of  Hibernia  polTclIed  of  the  fame  de- 
gree of  independence  as  "  Scodand  is,  or  York- 
Ihirc,  or  Cornwall  i"  but  I  ftill  truft  that  there  exifts 
a  fufficient  virtue  in  the  land,  to  rejedb,  with  con- 
tempt, the  proffered  boon. 

As  for  the  United  Irifhmen  (whom  the  noble  au- 
thor, in  page  43,  feems  to  confider  as  a  party  dif- 
tindl  from  the  Catholics,  though  in  other  places  he 
appears  to  fuppofe  that  all  the  Catholics  are  rebels, 
as  well  as  all  the  rebels  Catholics),  I  fhall  not  at- 
tempt to  vindicate  their  actions,  or  pretend  to  deve- 
lope  their  motives  j  but  the  noble  author  has  made 
fo  many  falfe  alTertions  in  the  courfe  of  this  work, 
that  it  is  not  impofTible  that  his  account  of  the  United 

*  Or  vi(k-»am(,  as  Godwin  very  truly  calls  it.  * 
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Iriihmen  may  be  remote  from  the  truth.*  In  fu- 
ture days,  when  the  clouds  of  prejudice  [hall  be 
difpelled,  and  the  diftortions  of  mifrcprefentation 
removed  j  when  thofe  who  now  exert  their  various 
talents  for  the  advantage  or  deftrudlion  of  ihcir  fcl-> 
low  creatures,  fhall  be  no  more  ;  when  peace  fhall 
return  to  blefs  the  earth,  and  events  long  paft  fhall 
be  confidered  with  impartiality  ;  the  United  men  of 
Ireland  will  be  judged  according  to  their  merits,  and 
the  clear  voice  of  truth  will  be  heard  in  their  de- 
fence, or  in  their  condemnation.  Their  motives, 
their  intentions,  and  their  errors,  cannot  now  be 
difcufTed  with  any  degree  of  juftice  or  propriety— 
I  fhall  therefore  difmifs  the  fubjedl. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  defcriptions  of  perfbns 
tn  ivhom  Minifrers  moft  fear  and  doubt  their 
power  of  impofition,  are  the  humane,  moderate 
jtien  of  all  fe6ls,  and  the  loyal  Roman  Catholics  ; 
a  confiderable  body,  whom  they  wiQi  to  attach  to 
their  party.  The  noble  author  imagines,  that  by 
affecling  to  believe  all  the  Catholics  difaffefled,  he 
will  terrify  the  timid,  and  fliock  the  courageous ; 
by  holding  out  the  lure  of  complete  emancipation, 
he  will  flatter  the  vain,   and   roufe  the  ambitious  j 

*  M«n  have  feeen  ever  deceived  by  good  names,  into  an  approbation  of 
ill  things,  fiiidified  by  thofc  names.  Impofture  and  delufion  have  been 
called  religion,  and  thought  fo  ;  opprenion  and  rapine  have  been  called 
government,  and  efteemed  government ;  teachers  have  degenerated  into 
deceivers,  fubnfiilJion  into  flavery ;  without  changing  their  names  :  power 
and  right  have  been  ever  confounded;  and  fucctfs,  or  the  want  of  lucccfs^ 
faat  tufaed  villainy  ipto  virtue,    and  virtue  mto  villainy. 

Cato's  Letter^  »d  Vol.  p.  1 7. 
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Snd  by  exprefllng  a  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of 
the  Orange  faction  and  their  offences,  he  will  gra^ 
tify  the  relentful,  and  cajole  the  benevolent.  In 
Ihort,  it  is  very  clear  that  he  intends  to  deceive  all 
parties,  and  to  promote  the  impending  Union,  by 
oppofing  them  to  each  other.  But  furely  the  loyal 
Catholics  may  prove  thfcir  attachment  to  the  exift- 
ing  Government,  without  meanly  acceding  to  a 
meafure  detrimental  to  themfelves  and  to  their  Pro- 
teftant  brethren  ;  they  may  reafonably  expedl  a 
fpeedy  removal  of  their  prefent  difqualifications^ 
from  a  Parliament  which  has  already  removed  fo 
many  of  their  grievances ;  and  they  may  hope  to^, 
fee  the  prejudices  of  the  Orange  party  difpelled> 
without  feeing  Ireland  degraded  and  deftroyed. 
Indeed  it  is  earneftly  to  be  wifhed,  that  their  com* 
mon  wrongs  may  annihilate  their  mutual  diflikes ; 
that  they  will  ceafe  to  be  the  dupes  of  men  who 
have  excited  dilTcnfions  between  them,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fubjugating  both  parties  j  that  the  Ca- 
tholic will  remember  that  the  Orangeman  is  his 
brother  Irifhman,  and  that  the  Orangeman  will  re- 
collect that  if  the  Conftitudon  (eftabliflied  at  the 
glorious  revolution)  which  he  has  fworn  to  defend, 
be  affailed  by  Englifh  Minifters,  he  is  bound  to 
oppofe  their  endeavours.  If  the  Conftitution  be 
injured,  is  it  of  any  confequence  whether  it  be  by 
a  Pope  or  a  Prime  Minifter  ?  And  if  we  are  to 
■  have  innovations,  fhould  it  make  any  difference  to 
us  whether  they  are  introduced  by  an  Irifh  Catho- 
lic or  an  Englifh  Proteflant  ?  For  my  own  part,  I 
confider  the  Orangemen  to  be  the  party  principally 
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bound  to    oppofe  this  threatened  Union,    and  I 
moft  ardently  hope  that  all  defcriptions,  relioious 
and  political,  will  join  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
a  meafure  which  will   i^juu  eacb,  and  benefit  none. 
That  there  muft  be,  in  a  land  fo  populous  as  this^ 
fome  villains  who  would  wifh  to  enrich  themfcives 
by  the  dcftrudion  of  their  fellow-creatures,    I  am 
ready  to  admit  j  but  I  flatter  myfelf  for  the  honor  of 
my  beloved  country,  that  thofe  monfters  are  only  a 
fmall  number.     This  fmall  number,  the  noble  au- 
thor appears  (in  page  44)   to  claim  as  the  "  Britifh 
colony,'*  and  I  have  no  wifli  to  difpute  with  him 
the  honor  and   advantage  of  their  affinity.     I  am 
contented  to  refign  them  to  him,  and  to  denomi- 
nate the  remaining  inhabitants  of  Ireland  "  native 
IriJIjj'   and  7ny  brethren. 

To  you,  my  Catholic  brethren,  I  addrefs  my- 
felf in  particular,  intreating  you  to  remark  and  re- 
member that  the  noble  author  fays,  that  "  revenge 
«  and  the  hope  of  prey,  are  your  undifguifcd  mo- 
«  tives ;  and  you  are  only  fo  far  lefs  abfurd  or  lels 
*'  guilty  than  the  colonift  he  has  defcribed,  as  you 
«  believe  yourfelves  to  have  a  right,  according  to 
«<  the  laws  of  imprefcriptibility,  to  poflefs  the  lands, 
«  which  no  time,  no  length  of  pofleflion  can  alien- 
«  ate,  no  acquiefcence  transfer ;  and   you  rely  for 
«  your  hope  of  fuccefs  upon  a  Government,  which 
•«  as  it  were  from  the  very  centre  and  focus  of  rob- 
*«  bery,  adopts  and  afTifts  every  fpecies  of  plunder, 
«c  every  attack   upon  every  poffefllon,   every  inno- 
F  cc  cQation 


«f  vat'ion*  of  right,  and  principle,  and  law,  an3  pW- 
«<  perty."     Behold,    my   brethren,    the    charadlct 
given  of  you  by  an  authorized  minijierialijl — and 
will  you  not  oppofe  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power^ 
the  pernicious  meafure  which  fuch  a  perfon  wifhes, 
and  exerts    himfelf  to  recommend  ?    Were   there 
no  other  or    better   motive    for    your   oppofing 
this  injurious  project,  I  fhould  think  this  a  fufficient 
caufe.     Do  not,  my  friends,  allow  yourfelves  to  be 
duped  by  unclaimable   promifes,   or  intimidated  by 
falle  accufations ;  do  not  fuffer  a  feigned  liberality, 
or  an  afllimed  benevolence,  to  impofe  on  your  un- 
derftandings ;  and  above  all  things,  do  not  concur  in 
the  revival  of  invidious  (ligmas,  and  deftroying  pre^ 
judices. 

I  mud  afilire  the  noble  author,  that  amongft  hia 
multitudinous  miftakes,  none  is  more  confpicuous 
than  that  into  which  he  has  plunged,  refpeding  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  j  amongft  whom  thofe 
who  are  capable  of  perufing  his  elaborate  perform- 
ance, are  in  general  infinitely  fuperior  to  him  in  libe- 
rality and  knowledge  of  their  native  country ;  and 
thofe  who  are  in  point  of  ignorance  and  bigotry,  on 
a  level  with  the  noble  author,  have  not  been  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  receive  the  degree  of  education  requi- 
fite  for  enabling  them  to  profit  by  his  labours.  Tho 
poor  illiterate  peafant,  who  believes  that  he  has  a 
better  chance  of  falvation  by  going  to  Chapel  than  tc^ 
Church -y  v/ho  thinks  the  Priejl  a  more  holy  man 

■  •  If  this  be  true,  fympathy  (hould  inclyce  the  Brllifli  Mluiflir  to  treat  the 
povemment  here  mcqtioocd  with  fume  degree  of  teadcradSt 
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than  the  Parfotty  and  cannot  die  in  peace,  unkCsprg* 
pared  hy  his  clergy — is  utterly  incapable  of  compre- 
hending the  eloquent  and  pathenc  enumeration  of 
miferies  produced  and  produceable,  by  the  want  of 
a  Legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain.  And  the 
enlightened  Cacholic,  who  is  above  the  meannefe 
of  bigotry,  who  approves  of  the  good  moral  princi- 
ples of  all  religions,  and  though  attached  to  his  own 
particular  tenets,  neither  decries  nor  ridicules  thofe 
of  his  neighbour — is  infinitely  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  noble  author's  ingenuity.  Another  of  this  au- 
thor's falfehoods,  I  muft  alfo  point  out,  though  I 
believe  there  are  few  among  the  Irifh,  and  not 
many  even  in  England,  who  will  not  know  the  af- 
fertion  to  be  devoid  of  truth  j  I  mean  where  he 
declares  that  the  United  Iriflimen  (or  their  Chiefs) 
"  will  accept  of  nothing  but  this  very  Catholic  Re- 
public, under  the  protection  of  the  Atheift  Repub- 
lic." The  noble  author  poflefles  a  mod  capacious 
credulity,  if  he  really  believes  either  that  a  "  Catho- 
lic Republic"  was  ever  propofed  in  Ireland,  or  that 
«  an  Atheift  Republic"  exifts.  The  firft  I  know 
to  be  falfe  j  the  other  I  believe  to  be  equally  (o^ 
The  noble  author  alfo  miftakes  extremely,  if  he  fup- 
pofes  that  the  lower  clafs  of  Irifli  rebels  were  led 
away  by  any  religious  quixotifm,  or  that  their  dif- 
contents  proceeded  from  "  the  cruel  power  of  arti- 
*«  fice  and  defign,  upon  the  devout  and  agitated  bo- 
«*  fom  of  poor  and  honeft  ignorance,  facrificing  all 
<f  things,  fuffering  all  things,  and  daring  all  thing? 
<f  in  the  caufe  fuppofed  of  religion."  The  Irif]^ 
peafants  arc  too  acute  for  this  Ipecies  of  impofi- 
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tion,  and  the  moft  enlightened  amongfh  therHi 
thofe  lead  acquainted  with  the  caufes  of  their  infur- 
re(5tion,  would  probably  inform  him  that  they  "  went 
wirh  the  boys,  becaufe  their  neighbours  Pat,  and 
Darhyy  and  Shemos  went,  and  becaufe  if  the  boys 
got  thi  better,  they  were  to  -pay  no  tythes.'*  In 
many  places  where  the  late  rebellion  afiTumed  the 
appearance  of  a  religious  war  (Great  God !  that 
religion  Ihould  be  fo  mentioned  !)  the  hatred  vifible 
was  to  the  Orangeman,  not  to  the  Proteftant,  or  oc- 
cafionally  to  a  Proteftant,  only  becaufe  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  of  the  Orange  party,  who  fome  years 
ago  drove  four  thoufand  Catholic  families  froni 
their  homes — a  fa<El  well  known  in  every  part  of 
Ireland.  The  Orangemen  were  originally  the 
Proteftant  mob  of  Armagh ;  the  Defenders  the 
Papift  mob.  Government  feared  their  union,  and 
confidering  the  Orange  party  (from  being  fuppofed 
profefled  friends  to  revolutionary  principles)  the 
moft  dangerous,  adopted  the  method  which  has 
fince  been  purfued,  of  protefling  and  counte- 
nancing them  in  oppofition  to  thel^ther  party  ;  by 
■which  means  they  have  been  rendered  the  dupes 
of  defigning  men,  who  regard  their  welfare  as  lit- 
tle as  the  welfare  of  the  Papift  mob,  to  whom 
they  would  be  facrificed  in  their  turn,  did  Minifters 
expedl  to  derive  any  advantage  from  the  change. 

In  general  I  difapprove  of  introducing  into  pub- 
lications like  this  the  facred  fubjeft  of  religion,  but 
I  cannot  on  the  prefent  occafion  refrain  from  re- 
minding the  Catholic,  the  Proteftant,  the  Prcfby- 
terian,  and  every  other  kdi  of  Chriftians,  that  two 
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<l)f  the  principal  maxims  inculcated  by  the  founder 
of  their  religion,  are  comprized  in  thefe  two  fen- 
tences,  "  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  that  others 
Jhoulcl  do  unto  you^*  and  "  A  nevo  com?nandment  I 
give  unto  yoUj  that  ye  love  one  another.'* — Are 
thefe  the  principles  of  perfecuting  fedaries  ?  Do 
thefe  refemble  the  tenets  of  political  religionifls  ?* 
Are  thefe  the  axioms  of  minifterial  bigotry  ?  No  ! 
my  brethren,  thefe  are  the  principles  of  charity,  of 
kindnefs,  of  brotherly  love. — This  is  the  religion 
of  which  fo  many  talk,  fo  few  underfland,  and  ftill 
fewer  practice.— This  is  the  fpirit  of  that  faith,  by 
which  I  fhould  wifh  to  fee  every  fefl  ot  IriOimen 
influenced. — This  is  the  religion  which  would  ren- 
der all  good  and  all  happy.— 1  will  not  "  ufe  hard 
words,"  and  fhall  therefore  overlook  the  acrimoni- 
pus  obfervations  of  the  noble  author,  and  avoid 
any  enquiries  into  the  true  and  original  caufcs  of 
the  "  foul,  unrelenting,  common  mockery  of  both 
perfuafions." 

I  do  not  underfland  what  the  noble  author  can 
niean  by  the  "  real,  neceflliry,  and  indefeafible  de- 
pendance"  of  Ireland  i  nor  can  I  difcover  why 
Ireland  fliould  be  thought  more  naturally  depen- 
dant than  other  countries  of  the  fame  dimenfions, 
poflefllng  fimilar  advantages,  and  feparated  by  the 
unbribeable  ocean  from  all  other  lands.  I  deny  the 
necefljty  of  her  dependance,  at  the  fame  time  that 

*  Chrifllanity  would  fare  uever  the  worfc  if  its  profcfTors  were  leTs  poli^, 

Cato's  Lette?s,  3d  Vol.  p.  1 35. 
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I  peITc^5tly  agree  in  the  propriety  of  her  connexion^ 
with  Great  ^Britain,  ivhiii^  Jhe  finds  it  conducive  to  her 
iuhantagd    or  profitable  to  her  inttrejf.     In  fad, 
the  only  natural  bond  of  union  between  the  two 
countries  is  xh^to^ mutual  interejiy  and  nothing  but 
the  continuance  of  this  intereft  can  preferve  the 
connexion.     The  noble   author  tells  us  very  can- 
didly, "  that  theprefent  order  cannot  laft,  and  ought 
not  to  be   re-eftablifhed,   arifes  out  of   the  (late 
dangers  and  necejfities  of  England   herfelf,*'     Can 
any  thing  more  clearly  elucidate  the  true  induce- 
ments to  this  beneficent  offer  ?  Can  any  thing  more 
plainly  demonftrate  that  the  real  motive  for  endea- 
vouring to  procure  this  altcranon  at  a  time  fo  im- 
proper, and  under  circumftances  fo  unpromifing,  is 
tliJt  the  rcfources  of  Ireland  are  ncccflary  for  the 
fupport  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  as  it  is  impofllble  to 
proceed  in  this  defrroying  war,  without  the  ruin  of 
ibme  part   of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  dominions, 
the  Minifter  prefers  the  deftru6lion  of  Ireland /r/?? 
If  tlie  people  of  England  know  their  own  intereft, 
they  will  exert  themfelves  in  oppofing  a  meafure 
which  defcrves  to  be  as  unpopular  with  them,  as  ic 
is  amongft  the  Irifh :   for  unpopular  it  is,  and  ever 
nuifl:  be  in  this  country,  notwithftanding  the  aflfer- 
tions  of  ignorance,   the  declarations  of  corruption, 
and  the  unceafing  efforts  of  place-mtn,  penfioners, 
and  borough  merchants. 

The  noble  author  has  taken  infinite  trouble  to 
prove,  that  the  prcfcnt  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  cannot  continue,  but  he  has  noc 
contrived  to  demonftrate  that  any  other  connexion 
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between  thefe  nations  would  be  more  beneficial; 
and  although  die  pains  he  has  taken  to  fliew  us  the 
miferies,  dangers,  and  difadvantages  of  our  prcfent 
fituation  have  perfedlly  fucceeded,  he  has  not  been 
equally  fortunate  in  convincing  us  of  the  neceffity, 
the  convenience,  or  the  expediency  of  the  prof- 
fered Union.  I  endrely  agree  with  the  noble  au- 
thor in  thinking  that  fomething  *  is  necelHiry ;  but 
not  an  Union — A  reform  in  parliament  is  necelTary 
—Catholic  emancipadon  is  necefiary — Modifica- 
tion of  tythes  is  necefiary — Conclufion  of  the  war 
is  necefiary — Re-eft:ablifliment  of  the  Britifii  con- 
flitution  of  1688  is  neceffary — Repeal  of  a  multi- 
plicity of  new  penal  laws  is  necefiary — Many  other 
things  are  neceflTary — But,  a  Legiflative  Union  be- 
tween the  two  iflands,  is  not  neceflTary — A  Legifla- 
tive Union  will  defl:roy  the  goodwill  of  the  two 
nations  towards  each  other — A  Legiflative  Union 
will  annihilate  the  influence  of  the  people,  and 
emancipate  minifl:ers  from  the  authority  of  the  law. 
•—In  fine,  a  Legiflative  Union  will  place  the  whole 
power  of  government  in  the  hands  of  a  few  gi- 
gantic defpots  f . 

*  The  v/ay  to  cure 'people  of  their  fears,  is  not  to  frighten  thenri  farther, 
but  to  remove  the  caufes  of  their  fears.  If  the  kingdom  be  ditafFv.'£ted, 
let  enquiry  be  made  into  the  motives  of  that  difafTcclion. 

Cuto's  Letters,  3d  Vol.  p.  119. 

When  the  caufes  of  general  difcontcnt  are  removed,  particular  difcon- 
tents  will  fignify  nothing.  Page  izo. 

•f-  It  is  the  nature  of  power  to  be  ever  encroachinfj,  and  converting  every 
extraordinary  power,  granted  at  particular  time»,  and  upon  particular  oc- 
cafion?,  into  an  ordinary  power,  to  be  ufed  at  all  times,  and  where  there 
h  DO  cccafioD  j  ngr  docs  it  eyer  part"  willingly  with  any  advantage. 

Cato's  Letters,  3I  Vol.  p,  317. 
It 


It  is  abfurd  to  compare  Scotland  with  Ireland.--? 
Scotland  and  England  maice  one  ifland ,  in  point  of 
fituation,  commercial  advantages,  foil,  and  climate, 
the  latter  is  fuperior  to  the  former.  Ireland,  on 
the  contrary,  in  point  of  fituation,  climate,  foil,  and 
capabilities  for  trade,  is  equal  (in  fome  refpedls  fu- 
perior) to  England.  I  cannot  perceive  of  what 
advantage  it  would  be  to  Ireland  to  have  a  fervile, 
artful,  and  ambitious  native  of  this  country  purfuing 
his  own  intereft  in  the  Britirti  Cabinet,  or  how  it 
would  benefit  this  country  to  have  him  reproached 
with  being  an  Irifhman.  Would  this  produce  any 
commercial  advantages  to  our  cities  ?  Would  this 
occafion  any  civilization  in  our  provinces  ?  Would 
the  proftituted  talents  of  a  felfifli  and  crafty  fchemer 
redound  to  our  honour  or  add  to  our  profperity  ? 
even  though  the  influence  of  this  Irifliman  in  the 
Bridfh  Cabinet  were  "  the  burden  of  Englifh  jea- 
loufy,  the  theme  of  conftant  invedive,  and  fome- 
times  of  deep  and  ferious  accufation."  That  Eng- 
land has  often  been  accufed  "  of  injuftice,  unkind- 
nefs,  and  prejudice  againft  the  united  kingdom"  of 
Scotland,  a  very  flight  inquiry  will  convince  the  no- 
ble author — but  this  is  of  no  very  material  confe- 
quence  to  Ireland.* 

*  As  to  the  cant  v/ord  o^  Jacobin  ;  I  (inJ  it  as  difficult  to  comprehend, 
as  the  noble  author  finds  the  word  Ireland,  One  time  the  advocates  for 
rational  libtrtj  are  called  by  this  name;  another  lime  it  is  bcflowcd  on 
the  abetters  ot  the  vjorfl  «f  tyranny.  To-day,  I  am  told  that  the  friends  «f 
the  real  Brltifh  Condi tution  are  Jacthiat;  to-morrow,  1  fhall  hear  thi« 
appellation  given  to  the  partizeni  of  the  fencious  RobtrfpUre.  In  fame 
^\zct^  anarchy  is  called  the  work  ef  Jac»bins\  in  others,  f{/irra  is  de- 
lineated a?  their  deed.  As  I  know  not  in  what  light  it  may  picafc  the 
Boble  author  to  view  this  l.ackoicd  cxprcffioo,  I  refrain  from  repljiug  19 
bic  remarks  on  the  fubjcift. 

It 


It  is  melancholy  to  talk  of  an  Union  by  way  oC 
experiment.  If  the  experiment  Ihould  prove  detri- 
mental, what  is  the  remedy  ? — —The  catalogue 
of  horrors  which  the  noble  author  gives  in  pages  58 
and  59,  is  almoft  the  only  part  of  his  work  whicli 
contains  much  truth  j  and  how  the  Union  is  to  re- 
move all  thofe  miferies,  is  quite  beyond  the  compre- 
henfion  of  my  vulgar  Irifh  underftanding. 
^  I  think  the  noble  author  perfeflly  right  in  recom- 
mending the  complete  emancipation  of  the  Catho- 
lics i  and  I  fmcerely  hope  that  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land will  convince  the  world  that  they  are  not  afraid 
of  their  Catholic  brethren,  and  would  rather  fhare 
.polidcal  privileges  with  them,  than  be  engulphed  in 
the  vortex  of  a  BritiOi  Senate.  I  deny  that  it  is 
<^  more  prudent  and  more  natural  for  this  independent 
Parliament  to  melt  into  the  Imperialj  than  to  receive 
the  Catholic  Parliament :"  it  is  "  more  prudent,  more 
natural,"  and  far  more  expedient,  to  admit  their 
Catholic  brethren,  men  who  are  interefted  in  the 
welfare  of  Ireland,  with  themfelves,  and  who  will 
be  doubly  interefted  in  it  by  fuch  an  arrangement, 
to  a  participation  of  their  Legiflative  rights,  than 
to  facrifice  thofe  rights  at  the  fl-jrine  of  a  Bridih  Mi- 
nifter,  who  has  ever  fhewn  an  andpathy  to  their 
country,  who  has  plunged  the  Bridfli  dominions  in 
all  the  horrors  of  war,  and  deluged  the  earth  with 
blood.  The  Catholic  enemy  to  the  Union  expeds 
emancipation  frorn  the  Parliament  of  his  nadvc 
country ;  and,  after  all  that  has  been  accorded  to 
him  within  the  laft  ten  years,  he  is  ,well  vyarranted  in 
expedinga  farther  extenfion  a^privili^es.   From  the 
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Britilh  Parliament  he  has  no  reafon  to  hop ^  for 
fimilar  advantages,  for  if  that  Parhament  would  not 
grant  emancipation  to  the  handful  of  Englidi  Catho- 
lics, vvhy  fliouid  we  cxpedl  them  to  demonftrate 
more  liberality  and  kindnefs  towards  the  multitude 
who  profefs  that  faith  in  Ireland  ?  Again  I  muft 
cxprels  my  ardent  wifhes,  that  the  Catholics  ma^ 
not  be  intimidated  by  artful  threatenings  of  fufpeft- 
ed  difloyaky,  and  I  fincerely  hope  the  day  will  foo» 
arrive  when  all  invidious  difliinSlions  fhall  be  de- 
ftroyed  ;  when  «  the  United  Irifhmen  fhall  »not 
remain  to  be  put  down,  or  to  be  put  out  by  the 
Colonial  Parliament,  or  by  the  Imperials"  and  when 
peace,  happinefs,  virtue,  and  profperity  fliall  again^ 
illumine  Ireland. 

June  ^oth,    1799* 
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